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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Notice to Applicant 

1. This communication is in response to the After-Final filed 06/15/04. Claims 1-18 
and 31-35 have been cancelled. Claims 19-30 are pending. 

2. Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last 
Office action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter 
as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall 
not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 19-30 are rejected under U.S.C. 103 (a) as being unpatentable over 
Campbell et al (6,208,974) in view of Brimm et al (5,077,666). 

(A) As per claim 19, Campbell discloses an imaging system comprising: 

an operator interface for enabling an operator to input selections to said system (Col. 5, 

lines 21-25); a display screen (Col. 5, lines 30-34); a control platform for controlling said 
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display screen to display a first screen comprising a Patient's Name field for displaying a 
patient's name and an Exam Description field for displaying an exam description in 
response to a first selection input by the operator via said operator interface (See 
Col. 13, lines 1-36); an exam list manager for controlling said display screen to display a 
second screen in place of said first screen in response to a second selection input by 
the operator via said operator interface, said second screen comprising a multiplicity of 
Exam Description fields in list format for displaying a corresponding multiplicity of exam 
descriptions in a stored linked list of exam descriptions arranged in alphabetic order 
Col. 13, lines 1-57), an Edit field in which the operator can enter an exam description to 
be added to said linked list, and a first activation zone for activating the insertion in 
alphabetic order of the exam description in said Edit field to said displayed list of exam 
descriptions in response to clicking on said first activation zone via said operator 
interface (Col.28, lines 22-36). 

Campbell does not explicitly disclose wherein said control platform further 
controls said display screen to display an updated version of said first screen in place of 
said second screen in response to selection of one of said exam descriptions displayed 
on said second screen via said operator interface followed by a third selection input by 
the operator via said operator interface, said Exam Description field of said updated 
version of said first screen displaying said selected exam description. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Brimm. In 
particular, Brimm suggests wherein said control platform further controls said display 
screen to display an updated version of said first screen in place of said second screen 
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in response to selection of one of said exam descriptions displayed on said second 
screen via said operator interface followed by a third selection input by the operator via 
said operator interface, said Exam Description field of said updated version of said first 
screen displaying said selected exam description (See Brimm, Col. 3, lines 31-48). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Brimm within the system of Campbell with the 
motivation of providing a system electronically which emulates the existing hospital 
forms on the screen display and provides easily accessible commands within the 
context of the form to let the user manipulate and review the information on such forms 
(See Brimm, Col. 3, lines 10-14). 

(B) As per claim 20, Campbell discloses the system further comprising a hard disk 
and means for writing said linked list to said hard disk (See Col. 4, lines 52-67 to Col. 5, 
line 12). 

(C) As per claim 21 , Campbell discloses the system wherein said exam list manager 
further controls said display screen to display a second activation zone for activating the 
deletion of the exam description in said Edit field from said displayed list of exam 
descriptions in response to clicking on said second activation zone via said operator 
interface (Campbell, Col.28, lines 22-36). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Campbell and Brimm 
are as discussed above in the rejection of claim 19, and incorporated herein. 
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(D) A per claim 22, Campbell discloses the system wherein said exam list manager 
further controls said display screen to display a third activation zone for activating the 
deletion of all exam descriptions in said displayed list in response to clicking on said 
third activation zone via said operator interface (Campbell, Col. 16, lines 24-49). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Campbell and Brimm 
are as discussed above in the rejection of claim 19, and incorporated herein. 

(E) As per claim 23, Campbell discloses the system further comprising: 

a networking port for communicating with a remote device on a network (Col. 7, lines 29- 
46); an image acquisition subsystem for acquiring frames of image data (Col. 5, lines 1- 
34); memory storing acquired frames of image data in respective image files (Col. 5, 
lines 1-34); an object constructing task for constructing a data object comprising a frame 
of image data from one of said image files and said selected exam description (Col. 7, 
lines 59-67; Col. 9, lines 31-45); and a network manager for transferring said data object 
from said object constructing task to said networking port destined for said remote 
device (Col. 5, lines 39-51). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Campbell and Brimm 
are as discussed above in the rejection of claim 19, and incorporated herein. 

(F) As per claim 24, Campbell discloses the system further comprising an image 
acquisition subsystem for acquiring frames of image data, said image acquisition 
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subsystem comprising an ultrasound transducer array (The Examiner interprets surgery 
and treatment area in the hospital to have an ultrasound transducer array See 
Campbell, Col. 8, lines 20-28). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Campbell and Brimm 
are as discussed above in the rejection of claim 19, and incorporated herein. 

(G) As per claim 25, Campbell discloses an imaging system comprising: 
an operator interface for enabling an operator to input selections to said system (Col. 5, 
lines 21-25); a display screen (Col. 5, line 30); and a computer programmed to perform 
the following steps: (a) controlling said display screen to display a first screen 
comprising a Patient's Name field for displaying a patient's name and an Exam 
Description field for displaying an exam description in response to a first selection input 
by the operator via said operator interface (See Campbell, Col. 13, lines 1-36); 
(b) controlling said display screen to display a screen in place of said first screen 
selection input by the operator via said second screen comprising a Description fields in 
list format corresponding multiplicity of exam descriptions in a linked list of exam 
descriptions arranged an Edit field in which the operator description to be added to said 
linked list, and a first activation zone for activating the insertion in alphabetic order, 
second in response to a second said operator interface, multiplicity of, Exam for 
displaying a stored in alphabetic order, can enter an exam order of the exam description 
in said Edit field to said displayed list of exam descriptions in response to clicking on 
said first activation zone via said operator interface (Col.28, lines 22-36). 
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Campbell does not explicitly disclose controlling said display screen to display an 
updated in place of said second screen in of said exam descriptions via said operator 
interface input by the operator via said Exam Description field of said updated 
displaying said selected exam version of said first screen response to selection of one 
displayed on said second screen followed by a third selection operator interface, said 
version of said first screen description. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Brimm. In 
particular, Brimm suggests controlling said display screen to display an updated in place 
of said second screen in of said exam descriptions via said operator interface input by 
the operator via said Exam Description field of said updated displaying said selected 
exam version of said first screen response to selection of one displayed on said second 
screen followed by a third selection operator interface, said version of said first screen 
description (See Brimm, Col. 3, lines 31-48). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Brimm within the system of Campbell with the 
motivation of providing a system electronically which emulates the existing hospital 
forms on the screen display and provides easily accessible commands within the 
context of the form to let the user manipulate and review the information on such forms 
(See Brimm, Col.3, lines 10-14). 

(H) As per claim 26, Campbell discloses the system, further comprising a hard disk, 
said computer being further programmed to write said linked list to said hard disk in 
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response to Save command input via said operator interface (See Campbell, Col.4, 
lines 52-67 to Col. 5, line 12). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Campbell and Brimm 
are as discussed above in the rejection of claims 19 and 25, and incorporated herein. 

(I) As per claim 27, Campbell discloses the system wherein said computer is further 
programmed to control said display screen to display a second activation zone for 
activating the deletion of the exam description in said Edit field from said displayed list 
of exam descriptions in response to clicking on said second activation zone via said 
operator interface (See Campbell Col.7, lines 59-67). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Campbell and Brimm 
are as discussed above in the rejection of claims 19 and 25, and incorporated herein. 

(J) As per claim 28, Brimm discloses the system wherein said computer is further 
programmed to control said display screen to display a third activation zone for 
activating the'deletion in said displayed list in response to activation zone via said 
operator of all exam descriptions clicking on said third interface (See Brimm Col. 7, lines 
2-33). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Campbell and Brimm 
are as discussed above in the rejection of claims 19 and 25, and incorporated herein. 
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(K) As per claim 29, Campbell discloses the system further comprising a networking 
port for communicating with a remote device on a network (Col. 7, lines 29-46), and an 
image acquisition subsystem for acquiring frames of image data, wherein said computer 
is further programmed with: an object constructing task for constructing a data object 
comprising an acquired frame of image data and said selected description (Col. 5, lines 
1-34); and a network manager for transferring said data object from said object 
constructing task to said networking port destined for said remote device (Col. 5, lines 
39-51). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Campbell and Brimm 
are as discussed above in the rejection of claims 19 and 25, and incorporated herein. 

(L) As per claim 30, Campbell discloses the system further comprising an ultrasound 
transducer array controlled by an image acquisition subsystem for acquiring frames of 
image data, said image acquisition subsystem in turn being controlled by said computer 
(The Examiner interprets surgery and treatment area in the hospital to be a pathway of 
having an ultrasound transducer See Campbell, Col. 8, lines 20-28). 

Response to Arguments 
5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 19-30 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicant's arguments with regard to the teachings of Teshima and Koritzinsky 
are moot, as these references are not applied against the pending claims. Rather, it is 
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the collective teachings of Campbell and Brimm that obviate the presently pending 
claims. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The cited but not applied art teaches an electronic medical 
records system (5,924,074), peripheral ultrasound imaging system (6,440,071), 
computer-based medical image distribution system and method (6,260,021), graphical 
computer system and method for appointment scheduling (5,970,466), interactive 
method and system for managing physical exams, diagnosis and treatment protocols in 
a health care practice (6,047,259) and system and method for managing patient 
medical records (5,772,585). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vanel Frenel whose telephone number is 703-305-4952. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 6:30 am-5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on 703-305-9588. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-7687 
for regular communications and 703-305-7687 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
1113. 
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